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Wootton Bassett Arts Festival 10th – 14th June 2010
“Wootton Bassett Arts Festival celebrates record number of entries”
The Wootton Bassett Arts Festival committee is delighted to announce that the Festival has grown yet again in 2010. “We were so pleased with the increased numbers in 2009 that we decided to move to an annual Festival and are proud to say that we have continued to grow again in 2010”, said Marketing Director Mrs. Miranda Shirnia. “In this difficult financial climate it is not surprising that some other Festivals have suffered a decline in entries but this makes our success this year all the more pleasing”, she continued.
Each of the three existing classes saw increased numbers of entries compared with 2009 with Creative Writing, in its second year, enjoying the largest increase up a phenomenal 70%.  To celebrate, there will be a public display of the Creative Writing entries in Wootton Bassett Library from Saturday 5 June.
Vote for your favourite Art entry
This year’s Art entries will be on display on the ground floor of the Civic Centre all day on Saturday 12 June where the public will be able to vote for their favourite entry in each of the classes; Painting & Drawing, Photography and 3D Artwork before judging, by local artist Mr. Paul Deacon, for the overall trophies commences at 6pm. 

Let us entertain you
The Festival Committee would like to encourage the public to come along and enjoy the performances even if they are not involved themselves. Audience tickets are only £2.50 for adults and for that you can enjoy some wonderful musical and dramatic performances. “£2.50 for an evening of musical entertainment is something of a bargain in this day and age,” commented Miranda Shirnia, “and it is a real pleasure to watch young and old alike performing poetry and extracts from plays, it really is a fun day out. What’s more we’re selling refreshments with homemade cakes during Saturday 12th so you can watch some very talented performers and enjoy a little tea to go with it.”
Performances in the Speech & Drama and Music classes will be taking place around the town from Thursday 10 June until Sunday 13 June and the public is invited to come along and watch.  The first performances will take place at St Bartholomew’s Church from 1pm on Thursday 10 June starting with the pre-school, primary and secondary school performers running through to adult choirs and vocal groups from 7pm.
One of the most popular classes, the Piano solos, will take place in the Memorial Hall from 6pm on Friday 11 June and again from 11am on Saturday 12 June which should provide a relaxing respite after a busy week or the weekend shopping trip. 
Meanwhile, Speech & Drama performances will take place in the Civic Centre on Saturday where the audience can enjoy verse speaking, acting and TV news reading, among others, and at Noremarsh School on Sunday where the classes include choral speaking and group acting. 

Programmes costing £2.50 detailing all the performances will be available from Brian Taylor Music in advance of the Festival and for sale on the door during the event itself.  Day tickets to the festival performances are £2.50, with a Season ticket for all four days costing just £4.00. 

Highlights Concert
The festival culminates in a Highlights Concert at the Memorial Hall from 7pm on Sunday 13th where the best performers will be invited to return and perform again for the audience’s listening and viewing pleasure and the winners will be presented with their trophies.  There will be refreshments and a raffle on the evening, all promising a most enjoyable and fun-filled evening celebrating the best of the Wootton Bassett Arts Festival 2010. 
Additional Information for the Press

Classes include: Jazz, Painting / Drawing, Prose Reading, Piano, Poetry Writing, Photography, Business Presentations, Brass, Solo Mime, Short Story Writing, Folk Songs, Solo Acting, Journalism, Public Speaking, Choirs, Verse Speaking, Woodwind, Group Acting, Songs from Shows, Duologue Mime, Television News Reading, 3-D Art, Sacred and Spiritual Songs, Duologue Acting, Strings, Shakespeare Acting, Ensemble, Bible Reading, Choral/Group Speaking, Youth Debating, Modern Pop Songs, Sonnet Writing, Duets and Logical Grumbling! 
About the Wootton Bassett Arts Festival
The Wootton Bassett Arts Festival is a celebration of artistic talent in and around Wootton Bassett. Classes are offered in Art and Photography, Music, both instrumental and voice, Creative Writing and Speech and Drama. Professional adjudicators have been engaged to offer feedback to all competitors and present cups and plaques to the winners.

For more information about the Wootton Bassett Arts Festival contact:
Mrs. Miranda Shirnia, Marketing Director

Tel: 01666 824410

Email: mshirnia@hotmail.com
Twitter: http://twitter.com/WBArtsFestival
Become a fan on Facebook
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