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Wootton Bassett Arts Festival 10th – 14th June 2010
“Creative Writing and Drama Master Classes to be held at 
Wootton Bassett Library”
The Wootton Bassett Arts Festival are delighted to announce that  a series of poetry writing and speech & drama master classes will be held at Wootton Bassett Library during the Easter school holidays aimed at inspiring anyone thinking about entering their work in the Creative Writing or Speech & Drama  sections of the festival.
Poetry Writing Masterclass

[image: image2.emf]The poetry classes will be run by Sue Chadd, a local poet, story teller and creative writing tutor. Creative Writing enthusiasts may well know her as a member of local poetry group, Bluegate Poets.  Sue has a MA in Creative Writing and Creative Writing Teaching from Cardiff University and has had many of her poems published including in the local poetry publication, Pulsar Poetry.   Sue, who has extensive experience facilitating creative writing workshops, will explore the inspirations for poetry based on the subjects featured in the poetry classes of the festival. 
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These classes will take place during the afternoon and evening of Wednesday 7 April, with each aimed at a different age group; 7-11 years (2.15pm – 3.15pm), 12-14 years (4.00pm – 5.00pm)  and 15 years through to adults (6.15pm – 7.15pm).  
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Speech and Drama Masterclass
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The speech & drama classes are planned for Friday 9 April and will be run by drama teacher Sandra McDowell.   Mrs. McDowell LGSM, ALAM, has been teaching Speech and Drama to pupils of all ages for nearly 30 years, and for the past 8 has been an examiner for the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art (LAMDA). 
The drama classes will include group work, and will work on acting, mime and reading of verse and prose.  There will be two classes; 7-11 years (1.30pm – 3.00pm) and 12-14 years (3.15 – 4.45pm) where everyone will be encouraged to join in and perform.   

Community Librarian for Wootton Bassett, Cricklade and Purton, Jessica Phillips, said ‘The coaching sessions will be fun and offer encouragement with lots of helpful hints and tips’. 
Book early to secure your place

The poetry writing sessions in particular have been planned to allow entrants a further two weeks to perfect their poems before entering them into the Wootton Bassett Arts Festival. Closing date for entries is 23 April 2010. Miranda Shirnia, Marketing Director at the Festival commented “We have organized these sessions to give people who have not taken part in a festival before the chance to try out their skills in advance, of course we hope that when they try it they will have a great time and want to join us when the Festival takes place in June.”
The classes are free of charge, but places are limited, so book early to avoid disappointment by contacting Wootton Bassett Library on 01793 853249.
The Festival, which takes place from 10-14 June, offers classes in Music, Creative Writing, Speech and Drama and, NEW for 2010, Art.  The Syllabus outlining all classes is now available from Wootton Bassett Library, Brian Taylor Music in Wootton Bassett or can be downloaded from our website www.wbaf.co.uk
Additional Information for the Press

Classes include: Jazz, Painting / Drawing, Prose Reading, Piano, Poetry Writing, Photography, Business Presentations, Brass, Solo Mime, Short Story Writing, Folk Songs, Solo Acting, Journalism, Public Speaking, Choirs, Verse Speaking, Woodwind, Group Acting, Songs from Shows, Duologue Mime, Television News Reading, 3-D Art, Sacred and Spiritual Songs, Duologue Acting, Strings, Shakespeare Acting, Ensemble, Bible Reading, Choral/Group Speaking, Youth Debating, Modern Pop Songs, Sonnet Writing, Duets and Logical Grumbling! 
About Wootton Bassett Library
Libraries love books, reading and learning.  Wootton Bassett library are very excited to be supporting and fostering creative talent in the community. These sessions form part of a varied programme that will be happening throughout the year, including author events, children’s activities and Daleks.
For more information about Wootton Bassett Library contact:

Mrs. Jessica Phillips, Community Librarian

Tel: 01793 853249

Email: jessica.phillips@wiltshire.gov.uk
About the Wootton Bassett Arts Festival
The Wootton Bassett Arts Festival is a celebration of artistic talent in and around Wootton Bassett. Classes are offered in Art and Photography, Music, both instrumental and voice, Creative Writing and Speech and Drama. Professional adjudicators have been engaged to offer feedback to all competitors and present cups and plaques to the winners.

For more information about the Wootton Bassett Arts Festival contact:
Mrs. Miranda Shirnia, Marketing Director

Tel: 01666 824410

Email: mshirnia@hotmail.com
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Twitter: http://twitter.com/WBArtsFestival
Become a fan on Facebook[image: image7.jpg]
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Sandra McDowell
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